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If one of the main purposes of education is to prepare 

young people for the future then where in education are 

they given the opportunity to explore the future? This 

thought provoking book argues that the future is a largely 

missing dimension in the school curriculum. Drawing on 

recent research it provides new insights into ways of 

helping students and teachers think more critically and 

creatively about their own future and that of wider 

society. Education has a crucial role to play in helping 

young people understand the nature of local/global change 

and for the curriculum to be responsive to such change it 

needs to promote both a global and futures perspective. 

This book will challenge much professional thinking 

about the nature and purpose of education. 
 

(An) admirable and carefully researched study… 

impressively cross-referenced and very well written – 

Cambridge Journal of Education 
 

Provides a clear educational rationale for promoting 

global and futures perspectives in education, and offers realistic and effective examples of futures-

orientated classroom activities...eminently readable…grounded in research and practical wisdom  – 

Australian Journal of Environmental Education 
 

  Forward: Preparing for the future ~ Prof. Wendell Bell 

 

  1.  Remembering the future - a personal/professional journey 

  2.  Reclaiming the future - what every educator needs to know 

  3.  A lesson for the future - young people's concerns for tomorrow 

  4.  A geography for the future - some classroom activities 

  5.  Towards tomorrow - strategies for envisioning the future 

  6.  Retrieving the dream - how students envision their preferable futures 

  7.  Stories of hope - a response to the psychology of despair 

  8.  Always coming home - identifying educators’ desirable futures 

  9.  Living lightly on the earth - a residential fieldwork experience 

10.  Teaching about global issues - the need for holistic learning 

11.  Questioning the century - tales of past, present and future 

12.  Epilogue - some lessons for the future 

 

 

TO ORDER: from enquiries@teaching4abetterworld.co.uk (cheque for £11.95 to David Hicks) or 

from Trafford Publishing, enter title at www.trafford.com/06-0130 


